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The Bullpen is as quiet as Davey Jones” Locker. 
Why? Because the whole crew is out to lunch. Be- 
fore anyone says that we've all been “out to lunch” 
for years, allow me to point out that this is a special 
occasion — Morrie Kuramoto, paste-up and pro- 
duction ace, has ted virtually everyone in the 
Bullpen off to his favorite restaurant in 
search of sushi and sashimi. Sashimi, if you don't 
know, is raw fish — a popular item in Japan, | hear. 
Honorable Morrie-san swears by it, and, hey, the 
stuff must be-good for you judging from Morrie, 
swho's the piciure of healt. Loos go slong Wy 
the sushi party because, being Editor in Chief, I've 
got to stay here and finish this Bullpen Bulletins’ 
column. t's late! 

Besides... raw fish? Bien! 
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which go on sale in July. Watch for it! 


AND ON THAT NOTE... 
‘So long for now. I'm to. order mysetf aham 
and swiss on rye from the dali down on the comes. 
Raw fish? Baloney! 
‘Stay welt 
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Dear Ms. Jones, 

NEW MUTANTS#1 was good. | expect 
#2 to be even better (if possible ). 

lt was nice to see Gabrielle Haller — from 
X-MEN #161 —again. She still has the same 
last name. She hasn't married, then? She is 
Ambassador in her own right, rather than a 
diplomat's wife? And she is the mother of 
Chartes Xavier's son? 

My scant knowledge of the Pinyin translit- 
eration system Indicates that a more phone- 
tic spelling of X'ian is Shan. Yet isn't X!'an 
Karma's sumame? With a twin brother 
named Tranh, it seems more likely to me 
that the rhyming Manh is her given name. 
Do the others call her Shan out of ethnocen- 
tricity, Ignorant that In the Orient the sur- 
fname comes first? Or Is it because she has 
seen and done things no child should have 
to see or do and is therefore addressed by 
her sumame, like an adult? 

Why is Rahne the werewolf, called 
Wolfsbane? The herb wolfsbane Is sup- 
posed to drive away werewolves, and the 
word itself literally means “wolf killer.” By the 
way, please tell Mr. Claremont that Miss 
Sinclair is. Scottish, not Scotch. Also, as a 
Brazilian, Roberto speaks Portuguese, not 
Spanish, and | have just finished reading E. 
Adamson Hoebel's Cheyennes: indians of 
the Great Plains. \'ll be watching very care- 
fully. Stay on your toes. 

| recommend Ilyana Rasputin study with 
the New Mutants. She may or may not be a 
mutant, like her brother, but since such pow- 
ers generally manifest themselves during 
adolescence, we should find out In the next 
four years. We know she's a half-trained 
sorceress. At any rate, she has to go to 
school, so let her study and exercise with the 
New Mutants. 

Karma's an orphan. Where are Leong and 
Nga? Tranh sounds dead, but where are her 
younger brother and sister? Sunspot and 
Karma are both from the upper classes in 
their countries. Cannonball is from a poor 
mining family. Ilyana was originally from a 
Russian commune. | don't have enough 
data to extrapolate Wolfsbane's and 
Psyche's socioeconomic statuses. Cannon- 
ball is probably a Baptist. Sunspot is Roman 
Catholic. Karma is either Roman Catholic or 
Mahayana Buddhist. Ilyana was probably 
raised either Russian Orthodox or atheist. 
Wolfsbane had a strict Christlan upbringing, 
but | don't know the denomination. | don't 
know Psyche’s religious background. 
You've got a fascinating heterogeneous 
team. 

| loved the first issue. | hope the next few 
hundred are just as good. Best wishes, good 


luck, excelsior! 
Susan M. Murrie 
San Diego, CA 


Whew! Starting from the top and mov- 
Ing fast: Gabrielle Haller Is not married 
and Is the Ambassador; likewise, she is 
the mother of Charies Xavier's son. 
Shan’s surname le Manh; and yes — she 
does function as an adult, serving es 
single perent to her brother and sister, 
who live with her in Salem Center. 
Rahne's code name reflects her inner 
battle - fascinated by her mutant power 
yet terrified of it. Also, Rahne says she is 
Scots, and she must know! More on li- 
tyana will be revealed In this book, In THE 


X-MEN and In her own mint-eeries, on 
sole this summer; with script Py Clete 
ont, art by John Buscema and Tom 


Hi, guys! 

I've just read NEW MUTANTS #1. | basi- 
cally like the idea of more young mutants 
and have actually been looking ard to 
this book for quite some time, but the group 
you found doesn’t really look too promising. 

Their code-names are poor and most of 
their mutant powers are unsuitable. Can- 
Nonball is practically useless. If he can't con- 
trol his trajectory at all, or even stop himself, 
there is little he can do. Karma looks a bit 
better but her code-name is totally unrelated 
to her powers. If she can only control 
another's mind and body, she could be un- 
able to make them do something they can't 
do. She couldn't make Sam tum when he 
can't do that unless she used pure telekine- 
tics - or Sam can maneuver but doesn't 
know how. 

Rahne will probably be the most fun char- 
acter. She has an excellent power but 
seems to lack the aggressive nature which 
would allow her to use her wolf skills to best 
advantage. “Wolfsbane” also is a poor name 
choice. Sunspot has an excellent name and 
excellent powers, although | do not fully un- 
derstand them. He is also charming and in- 
telligent. More than | can say for Sam. 
Bobby will go far, I'm sure. 

| saved Dani for last because I've got a lot 
to say. Her powers are so frightening and 
uncontrollable, she is the mutant who needs 
this school most. Xavier's original purpose, 
to train mutants in the use and control of 
their abilities, reflects Dani's needs per- 
fectly. Now her powers can do nothing but 
scare away friends and enemies alike. She 
needs to be able to not use her power and to 
Control it properly when she does. What like 
best are her tremendous agility and fighting 
abitlities. Her Indian heritage and brave per- 
sonality make her a fun person. I'm glad she 
had a friend in Rahne. 

Now | have question: if Xavier really 
doesn't want new X-Men, why did he give 
his new students old X-Men costumes? Why 
Not gym suits with the schoo! name on them 
like a real school? When did Stevie Hunter 
become a teacher at the school? | thought 
she taught dancing in town. Will we see the 
X-Men here often? 

| think I'll take back my opening state- 
ments. You have fine people - except 
maybe Sam — and lots of potential. Long live 
the New Mutants. 

Patti Hemeleski 
Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

As you say, Patti, Xavier runs @ school. 
if the New Mutants all knew what to do 
with themeeives and their abilities, 
they'd have no reason to attend. As time 
passes and they learn how to cope with 
thelr powers, their proficiency will In- 
crease and hopefully they'll be able to do 
more and do It better. 

Karma has an advantage over the 
others because she's older and has been 
using her powers for come time: That en- 
abled her, when she Sam, to 
explott potential abilities that, et the time, 
he could not; hence, his unexpected 
turn. 

As for Rahne's lack of aggression, she 


len't a traditional werewolf — part human, 
part wolf, with complete sets of Instincts 
for both epecies. She's a metamorph, @ 
shape-changer, who can shift from one 
specific form to another. Her only in- 
stincts, however, are human. How would 
you feel about biting someone, about 
tasting blood? It's difficult enough to 
imagine, infinitely harder to execute, and 
the emotional cost to Rahne when it's ail 
over and ehe’s human once more is tre- 
mendoua. 

As regards schoo! uniforms, there was 
a delay at the manufacturing plent, but 
they'll get more traditional outfits eve- 
tually. The Mutants say, “Gym sults?71! 
Ugh!” on the other hand, the old X-Men 
uniforms are insulated, durable - in 
Rahne's case, their unstable mojecules 
come in most handy when she's shape- 
shitting. 

Stevie does teach in town, but Xavier 
hired her - presumably prior to NM #1 — 
to work -time at the school, since she 
already of the X-men and could be 
trusted with the kids’ secret Identities. 
Also, she’s a good teacher. 

Finally, yes, the X-Men will show up 
from time to time - In fact, they appear 
next issue. 


Dear Chris, 

Regarding NEW MUTANTS #1: who 
taught you French? Page 3, panel 2: ‘Ma 
mere! Ma pere! C'est impossible!” C'est 
juste! Correction: “Ma mere! Mon Pere!” 

Altogether, the story was very weil set out 
with a good plot and | shall look forward to 
seeing the London situation develop. 

J. Robey 

92, Dukes Ave 

New Malden; Surrey 
England 

An error In transcription, Jay. Sorry 
about that. Xi'an was mad, tool 


Dear Chris, Bob and Louise, 

Okay, you've probably received enough 
raves about NEW MUTANTS #1 from other 
fans, so I'l] save my own deathless prose for 
a future issue, when you'll be a cohesive 
unit, churning out comic book miracles. 

No, this missive is for one purpose only - 
letter page title | Yes, with anew 
title comes a new lettercol and all sorts of 
ideas for the title from readers like myself. 

So, without further ado, here are my cre- 
ations: Mutant Messages, Danger Room 
Mail, Telepathic Telegrams, X-Altations, 
X-Changes, X-Clamation Point. 

Conrad Felber 

P.O. Box 2347 

Cochrane, Ontario, Canada 
POL 1CO 


Conrad, there Is no such thing as re- 
ceiving enough raves; we'll take all we 
can get! But you're right with new titles 
come new lettercols and with them, great 
responsibility — to choose the right head- 
line. Chris's original euggestion was: 
“Baby Talk.” The New Mutants, however, 
after a brief... talk... with him, prompted 
him to change his mind. Yours ere pretty 
good, but we'd like to. hear from more 
readers. ‘Til then, to fill the epace, we'll 
use that venerable standby: “Mutant 
Mail.” 


